-x     KABIR'S POEMS

Kabir's story is surrounded by con-
tradictory legends, on none of which
reliance can be placed. Some of these
emanate from a Hindu, some from

-a Mohammedan source, and claim
him by turns as a Sufi and a Brahman
saint. His name, however, is practi-
cally a conclusive proof of Moslem
.ancestry : and the most probable tale
is that which represents him as the
actual or adopted child of a Moham-
medan weaver of Benares, the city in
which the chief events of his life took
place.

In fifteenth "century Benares the
syncretistic tendencies of Bhakti re-
ligion had reached full development.
Sufis and" Brahmans appear to have
met in disputation : the most spiritual
members of both creeds frequenting
the teachings of Ramananda, whose
reputation was then at its height.
The boy Kabir, in whom the religious